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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SHUM PINT BC SF 

SUB J : DETENTION OF ANGLICAN DEAN MICHAEL MOL ALE 
REF: GABORONE 2538 AND PREVIOUS (NOTAL) 

1 . SUMMARY: DEAN MICHAEL MOLALE, ANGLICAN DEAN OF BOTSWANA 
AND ACTING HEAD OF THE ANGLICAN CHURCH IN BOTSWANA DURING 
BISHOP MALLORY'S ABSENCE (TO ATTEND THE LAMBETH CONFERENCE), 
CALLED ON AMBASSADOR AND DCM AUG 1 1 TO EXPRESS HIS APPRE- 
CIATION FOR US INTEREST DURING HIS RECENT DETENTION IN SOUTH 
AFRICA AND TO EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITY OF BRINGING CHARGES 
AGAINST THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT (SEPTELS). DURING HIS 
CALL, DEAN MOLALE DESCRIBED AT LENGTH THE EVENTS PRIOR TO 
AND DURING HIS DETENTION. AT THE RISK OF REPORTING THE OBVIOUS, 
MOLALE'S EXPERIENCE IS REPORTED IN SOME DETAIL FOR THE POSSIBLE 
INSIGHTS IT MIGHT PROVIDE INTO COVERT SAG OBJECTIVES AND 
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METHODS. END SUMMARY. 

2. MOLALE SAID HIS FLIGHT TO JOHANNESBURG JULY 26 HAD BEEN 
UNEVENTFUL; HE HAD EATEN LUNCH AT JAN SMUTS AIRPORT AND GONE 
TO THE INTERNATIONAL DEPARTURE LOUNGE WHEN HIS FLIGHT TO 
TRANS KEI (UMTATA) HAD BEEN CALLED. WHEN THEY BEGAN 
BOARDING, HE WENT WITH HIS PASSPORT AND BOARDING PASS TO 
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IMMIGRATION CONTROL AT WHICH POINT A SECURITY MAN APPREHENDED 
HIM. HE WAS TAKEN HANDCUFFED TO JOHN VORSTER SQUARE IN DOWN- 
TOWN JOHANNESBURG AND TO THE TENTH FLOOR OF THE NATIONAL 
POLICE HEADQUARTERS, IN THE PART OF THE BUILDING (7TH-10TH 
FLOORS) OCCUPIED BY THE BUREAU OF STATE SECURITY (BOSS). 

MOLALE WAS ALLOWED TO KEEP ONLY HIS BIBLE AS READING MATERIAL 
WHICH WAS USELESS SINCE THE LIGHT IN HIS CELL WAS TOO POOR 
FOR READING. HIS BELT. SHOELACES AND EYEGLASSES WERE TAKEN 
FROM HIM, AS WELL AS HIS BRIEFCASE. (ALL OF HIS PERSONAL 
PROPERTY WAS RETURNED TO HIM UPON RELEASE.) HE WAS STRIPPED 
AND THOROUGHLY SEARCHED AT LEAST THREE TIMES. HE WAS TAKEN, 

STILL HANDCUFFED, TO THE DETENTION CELLS ON A LOWER FLOOR, 

WHERE THE HANDCUFFS WERE FINALLY REMOVED. DURING THE FOLLOWING 
13 DAYS HIS ROUTINE APPARENTLY VARIED LITTLE.: HE WAS IN- 
TERROGATED EACH DAY FROM 8 IN THE MORNING UNTIL 5 IN THE AFTER- 
NOON BY SUCCESSIVE SHIFTS OF THREE INTERROGATORS EACH. THE 
INTERROGATORS, HE SAID, WERE SELECT INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS 
OBVIOUSLY INTERESTED IN EXTRACTING THE MAXIMUM INFORMATION 
CONCERNING THE ACTIVITIES OF VARIOUS SOUTH AFRICAN REFUGEE 
AND NATIONALIST GROUPS (ANC, PAC AND BPC) IN BOTSWANA. HE WAS 
CONFRONTED BY FAT DOSSIERS CONTAINING PHOTOSTATS OF CORRES- 
PONDENCE HE HAS SENT AND RECEIVED FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD. 

AS WELL AS DETAILED ACCOUNTS OF HIS ACTIVITIES WITH, AND FOR, 

THE REFUGEES IN BOTSWANA. FROM THE INTIMATE AND RECENT DETAIL 
OF THE LATTER INFORMATION, DEAN MOLALE DEDUCED THAT THERE 
MUST BE ONE OR MORE BOSS INFORMERS PLACED WITHIN THE REFUGEE 
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GROUPS WITH WHICH HE HAS WORKED. IN AN ASIDE, DEAN MOLALE 
DENIED AFFILIATION WITH ANY POLITICAL PARTY OR NATIONALIST 
GROUP, SAYING HE WAS INTERESTED PRINCIPALLY IN ORGANIZING 
HOUSING FOR THE REFUGEES AND IN ENCOURAGING ORGANIZATIONS TO 
CEASE INTERNECINE STRIFE AND DISHARMONY. (HE NOTED ONE AGREED 
PRINCIPLE OF ALL WAS NEED FOR ARMED STRUGGLE.) HE CHARACTERIZED 
HIS INTERROGATORS AS "POLITE BUT SARCASTIC", AND SAID THAT THEY 
OBVIOUSLY WERE PSYCHOLOGICALLY EXPLOITING THE FACT THAT THE 
DETAINEE WAS HELD INCOMMUNICADO AND IN ISOLATION. 

3. MOLALE SAID HIS DAY BEGAN WITH A WASH-UP PERIOD WHEN HE 
WAS SENT TO BATHE IN A TUB USED BY OTHER DETAINEES. AT THAT 
TIME HE WAS ABLE TO ENGAGE IN SOME LIMITED COMMUNICATION WITH 
THE 30 OR 40 OTHER DETAINEES, ALL BETWEEN THE AGES OF 15 
AND 21, WHO WERE HELD IN THE SAME CELL BLOCK. SINCE THESE WERE 
ALL BLACK YOUTHS, HE SURMISED THAT THERE MAY EXIST A SIMILAR 
CELL BLOCK USED FOR PRISONERS OF OTHER RACES. MOLALE, WHO 
HIMSELF IS A RELATIVELY YOUNG MAN (PERHAPS IN HIS LATE 30'S), 
CHUCKLED WHEN RECALLING THAT THE OTHER DETAINEES ADDRESSED 
HIM AS "OLD MAN" AND ASKED WHY HE WAS ENGAGED IN ACTIVITIES 
WHICH HAD LANDED HIM IN THE HANDS OF BOSS. THEY SAID THAT THEY 
WOULD LIVE TO SEE THE ATTAINMENT OF FREEDOM IN SOUTH AFRICA, 
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BUT THAT HE WAS PROBABLY TOO OLD TO SEE THE RESULTS OF HIS 
STRUGGLE. 
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4. MOT.ALF. WAS KEPT IN SOLITARY CONFINEMENT DURING HIS ENTIRE 
INCARCERATION. HE HAD NO BED, BUT WAS GIVEN A BLANKET ON WHICH 
TO LIE ON THE FLOOR. EACH HOUR DURING THE NIGHT A WARDER WOULD 
BANG ON THE STEEL DOOR AND ENTER MOLALE'S CELL TO ASSURE HE 
WAS THERE, WHICH MADE IT DIFFICULT FOR HIM TO GET MORE THAN 
A FITFULL SLEEP. THE FOOD HE WAS GIVEN WAS APPARENTLY ADEQUATE, 
ALTHOUGH OF POOR QUALITY AND FAR FROM APPETIZING. IT WAS 
SHOVED AT HIM THROUGH A SMALL TRAP IN THE STEEL DOOR. BREAKFAST 
CONSWSTED OF WEAK TEAM AND FOUR SLICES OF TOAST THINLY 
LAYERED WITH MARMELADE'N ; 

DISHWATERY VEGETABLE SOUP AT NOON; AND MEALY RICE OVERLAYED 
SPARESELY WITH MINCE (CHOPPED BEEF) FOR SUPPER. MOLALE COULD 
NOT SAY WHETHER OTHER DETAINEES ENJOYED SIMILAR FARE. HE DID 
EXPRESS THE FEELING THAT HE WAS GIVEN UNUSUALLY GOOD TREAT- 
MENT, SINCE HE NOTED THE BRUTALITY WITH WHICH OTHER PRISONERS 
WERE TREATED. AT NO TIME WAS MOLALE PHYSICALLY MISTREATED, 
OTHER THAN BY BEING SUBJECTED TO LONG AND EXHAUSTING INTER- 
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ROGATIONS AND POOR SLEEPING CONDITIONS AT NIGHT. HE SAID THAT 
MANY OF THE OTHER DETAINEES HAD BEEN HELD (UNDER THE TERRORISM 
ACT) FOR A YEAR OR MORE AND SOME HAD CLEARLY BROKEN UNDER THE 
SUBHUMAN CONDITIONS; THOSE INDIVIDUALS WERE BY NOW CLEARLY 
DERANGED, HE ADDED. 

5. MOLALE SAID THAT, JUDGING FROM THE SIZE OF THE DOSSIERS 
ARRAYED AGAINST HIM HE HAD ABANDONED HOPE OF RELEASE IN LESS 
THAN ONE YEAR. HE, THEREFORE, FEELS CERTAIN THAT INTERVENTION 
BY HIS FAMILY, THE PRESS, AND THE US AND GOB GOVERNMENTS, 

WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS BEING LET GO AUGUST 7. HE UNDERSTOOD 
BBC GOT ONTO THE STORY EARLY. MONDAY AUGUST 7 HE WAS CALLED 
AS USUAL TO THE 10TH FLOOR WHERE HE FOUND THAT THE RELEASE FORM 
HAD ALREADY BEEN SIGNED. HE WAS SIMPLY TAKEN OUT OF THE BUILDING 
AND SET FREE. HE HEADED IMMEDIATELY FOR THE ANGLICAN CHURCH 
HEADQUARTERS, LOCATED ONLY A HALF BLOCK AWAY, WHERE HE ASKED FOR 
IMMEDIATE RETURN TO BOTSWANA EITHER BY SCHEDULED FLIGHT OR 
CHARTER, AND SOMEONE TO ACCOMPANY HIM TO THE AIRPORT. 

ALBERTI 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DETENTION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 15 aug 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978GABORO02567 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780333-0975 

Format: TEL 
From: GABORONE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780864/aaaacbjb.tel 

Line Count: 192 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 560d8663-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 GABORONE 2538 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1740200 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DETENTION OF ANGLICAN DEAN MICHAEL MOLALE 
TAGS: SHUM, PINT, BC, SF 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/560d8663-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



